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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A component placement machine wiih- comprising: 
a frame; and with 

a transport device for transporting printed circuit boards in an X-direction[[,]]; 

which transport device comprises at least one transport beam that extends e xt e nding in 
the X-direction, whieh- whereby the beam can be driven in the X-direction in a reciprocating 
movement[[,]]; 

charact e riz e d in that th e transport d e vic e is provided with ^clamping m e ans 
mechanism connected to the transport beam for clamping in at least one lateral edge that 
extends e xt e nding in the X-direction of the printed circuit boards to be transported[[,]];_and 

and in that the device is further provided with a supporting means -mechanism 
connected to the frame for supporting two lateral edges on both sides of the printed circuit 
boards, whieh -whereby the clamping mechanism is means can b e brought placed into an 
active clamping position such that the clamping mechanism is means ar e active during the 
movement of the transport beam in the positive X-direction and can bo brought is placed in a 
rest position resting position during the returning r eturn of the transport beam in the negative 
X-direction, such that while the clamping mechanism is at rest in which rest position of th e 
clamping m e ans the printed circuit boards are being-supported by the supporting m e ans 
mechanism . 

2. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to claim 1 , 
charact e riz e d in that wherein the clamping m e ans mechanism compri se comprises: 

a fixed jaw portion, which cooperates with an upper side of the printed circuit board; 

and 
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a moveable jaw portion^ which is movable in a Z-direction toward te-the fixed jaw 
portion to cooperate with a lower side of the printed circuit board and which is movable away 
from the fixed jaw portion to release the printed circuit board. 

3. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to claim 2, 
characteriz e d in that wherein the fixed jaw portion comprises a numb e r plurality of clamping 
elements which that extend in an X-directio n: each clamping element positioned behind the 
other, one b e hind the oth e r. 

4. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to claim 3, 
charact e riz e d In that wherein eac h of the plurality of clamping elements e lem e nt comprises a 
leaf spring. 

5. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to claim 2, claim 2 
4, characteriz e d in that wherein the transport device comprises a bed of supporting pins, that 
are configured to move simultaneously with movabl e simultaneously with t he movable jaw 
portion. 

6. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to one of th e 
pr e c e ding claims claim 1, characteriz e d in that wherein the supporting meaft s mechanism 
comprises two ridges extending in the X-direction. 

7. (Currently amended) A component placement machine according to claim 6, 
charact e riz e d in that wherein the distance between the ridges is adjustable. 

8. (Currently amended) A method M e thod for transporting aprinted circuit board b oard 
comprising the steps of: with r es p e ct to a fram e by m e ans of a transport beam in an X 
dir e ction 

moving a printed circuit board by means of a transport beam, whereby at l e ast on e 
print e d circuit board is mov e d by m e ans of the transport b e am from an initial position in a 
positive X-direction to a predetermined position[[,]]; 
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.^^teMta*. transport bear., is-tewe^d- with -pec, to the printed circuit 
board in a negative Z-direetion over a predetermined distance^,]]; 

^.he tmnsport bean, i^neved-in the negative X-diree,ion to the initial position; 



and 



— the nansport bean, i*^*^™, the positive Z-direc,ion over «he 
L negative X-direction as we., as the Z-directio, «-» shnuhaneousiy. 

0 (Currentiy amended) ^djo^*^^ 

^t^meneganveX^on^^assoonasme^^ 
irmovedinthenegativeZ^reedonoverasa^d^eebntbeforemenansportbeam 

has been moved in the negative Z-direction over tire predetermined drstanee. 
10 (Onrentiy amended) ^d^^ 

ciaim 8 wherein M.d^d^ng^*— - "< °"" 
T v in A. X direction b^and^yhereisu-nlx after the transport beam has 

rr::«rn^^po rt beamw— 

to the initial position in Z-direction. 
„ (Currendy amended) 

that the safety distance is adjustable. 
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